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P r o f e s s i o n a l  P r o f i l e

Dr. Nicole Gatto is a Senior Health Scientist with ToxStrategies. She is an epidemiologist with 15 years 
of experience in the health sciences in population and laboratory research, clinical applications, disease 
surveillance, therapy development and human health risk assessment. Her research has been primarily 
focused on identifying environmental, biological and lifestyle risk and prognostic factors for chronic 
conditions, cognitive function, neurological diseases and cancer. She has taught for over six years at the 
graduate level. 

Dr. Gatto earned her doctoral degree in Epidemiology from the Department of Preventive Medicine at 
the Keck School of Medicine at the University of Southern California. Her dissertation was focused on 
cardiovascular disease risk factors and cognitive function. She has extended her post-doctoral training 
to study environmental and genetic risk factors for Parkinson’s disease. Dr. Gatto has co-authored about 
two dozen papers in scientific journals, presented her work at numerous conferences and has served as a 
reviewer for several journals.

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  D e g r e e s  E a r n e d 

Ph.D., Epidemiology, 2007, University of Southern California

M.P.H., Community Health Sciences (major), Epidemiology (minor), 2003, University of California, Los Angeles

B.A., Biological Psychology, 1995, University of California, Berkeley 

Certificate, Geographic Information Science, 2006, University of Southern California
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P r o f e s s i o n a l  A s s o ci  a t i o n s

International Society of Environmental Epidemiology, 2007-current

Society of Epidemiology, 2004-current

American Heart Association, 2006-current

P r o f e s s i o n a l  Ac  t i v i t i e s

Journal Reviewer—International Journal of Cancer Diabetes Care

Graduate Student Instructor—University of Southern California, Department of Preventive Medicine, 2003–2006

S e l e c t e d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  E x p e r i e n c e 

Dr. Gatto has either managed or contributed to developing the epidemiologic knowledge for various team 
projects pertaining to the assessment of disease risk in humans from exposure to a variety of substances, 
contaminants and carcinogens. She has also provided extensive litigation support for numerous other 
projects. Below are highlights of this work.

Authored a meta-analysis of epidemiologic studies of workers employed in chrome production, chrome 
pigment production, welding, and other industries with occupational exposure to Cr(VI) to assess for 
gastrointestinal tract cancer risk. 

Evaluated the risk of lung cancer from occupational exposure to sulfuric acid, with consideration of smoking 
history and calculated theoretical risk of lung cancer from radon exposure. 

Surveyed the published literature to evaluate the evidence of associations between human health outcomes 
and exposure to the specific herbicides and herbicide classes used historically in the US and Canada.

Co-authored a report summarizing public health and medical knowledge regarding the diagnosis, distribution, 
and risk factors for chronic renal insufficiency as a basis for identifying research gaps and for designing 
future health studies that focus on the current health concern of CRI occurrence in the sugar cane region of 
northwest Nicaragua.

Conducted a review of the published scientific literature to investigate the issue of bias in reporting asbestosis 
incidence and mortality, and summarize information pertaining to the threshold of asbestosis. 

Summarized available studies that attempted to quantify perchlorate levels in various foodstuffs including 
produce, milk, and dietary supplements. 

Reviewed existing community epidemiologic studies to determine what concentration of beryllium present in a 
non-occupational environment can cause chronic beryllium disease. 

Reviewed and summarized available scientific literature and numerous case materials, including depositions, 
medical records, and expert reports, and prepared documents in support of various cases. These cases 
involved a number of exposures of concern, including Cr(VI), asbestos, dioxin and petroleum as well as a 
number of health outcomes including breast, lung, GI tract cancers, Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, diabetes, 
mesothelioma and chronic beryllium disease.

Critiqued a study on the effects of potassium chromate (K2CrO4) in drinking water on ultraviolet radiation (UV)-
induced skin tumors in hairless mice to assess the relevance to humans. 

Involved in the review of approximately two hundred thousand documents from the EPA and other government 
agencies to identify important documents for advocacy relating to the cleanup of a contaminated site in the US. 
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Evaluated possible sources of chemicals of interest including Cr(VI), arsenic, antimony, and naphthalene in the 
sludge waste material at a former glue manufacturing plant in the US. 

Contributed to an expert report evaluating the evidence of increased or excess disease occurrence among a 
population in northern California that could be attributed to trichloroethylene (TCE) or perchlorate in drinking water.

Part of an effort to review and summarize several thousand documents identified in a literature review 
pertaining to the epidemiology of bone conditions in humans, including myelodysplastic syndrome, and 
healing of fractures.
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